
50  BLUERIDGECOUNTRY.COM JULY/AUGUST 2019  51  

By ANGELA MINOR AND JOE TENNIS

ABOUT THIS STORY
Our coverage area—the mountain 
regions of Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Georgia and Kentucky—
is home to more great places to visit 
than you could shake the proverbial 
stick at.

     The process of finding the 35 
destinations presented here began 
with U.S. Travel Association data 
(for West Virginia, a Dean Runyon 
Associates study) assessing the 
increase in travel spending—2017 
over 2016—in all geographically 
relevant counties and cities in each 
state. 

     We then determined the top eight 
in that realm for each state, listed 
them alphabetically, and offered 
online voting for our readers, 
toward creating the top-five lists 
presented here. The data affirmed 
increased visitorship to each; the 
reader input—voting for up to three 
destinations per state—narrowed 
those lists to voters’ favorite/hope-
to-visit destinations.

    Reader-poll voting took place 
between February 20 and April 7, 
2019. Our thanks to all who took part.

     Destinations are listed in order of 
vote totals.          —KR

Let’s take a trip! And let’s stay 
within the region we love most—the 
beautiful southern Appalachians. 
Here, courtesy of Blue Ridge Country’s 
loyal, knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
readers, are 35 places to consider for 
your next getaway.35AND 5 REASONS WHY
PLACES TO GO
Great

TOP 
TRENDING 

DESTINATIONS

Our readers have spoken. And they’ve come up with a 
great list of mountain destinations to explore.

Rock City’s Lovers Leap is one of five 
things not to miss in Walker County, 
Georgia.
 Photo courtesy of Rock City
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ABOVE: Floyd County’s Blue Ridge Parkway 
miles are replete with beautiful overlooks.

RIGHT: Roanoke’s Center In The Square 
rooftop offers views of the city and surrounding 
mountains.

VISIT VIRGINIA’S BLUE RIDGE

TONY GREATOREX

FIVE THINGS NOT TO 
MISS:

1. Friday Night Jamboree: Enjoy gospel, 
old-time and bluegrass music and 
flatfoot dancing in the Floyd Country 
Store.

2. Blue Ridge Parkway: Floyd County 
borders nearly 40 miles of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway with the historic 
Mabry Mill and scenic overlooks, 
trails and camping.

3. Downtown Floyd Stroll, to experience 
an engaging blend of home-spun 
shops, dining, craft beer and spirits 
and music venues, all in a friendly 
small-town setting. 

4. Chateau Morrisette Winery and 
Restaurant: Southwest Virginia’s 
premier destination for award-
winning wine and refined rustic 
dining. Enjoy tastings, tours, dining, 
music, scenic views and festivals.

5. Artisan Studios and Farms: Nestled 
throughout the county are potters 
and woodworkers, farm stores, a 
honeybee sanctuary, alpaca and herb 
farms plus yurt and farmhouse stays.

Floyd County (Floyd, Willis)
Located atop the magnificent Blue Ridge 
Plateau in southwest Virginia, Floyd is a 
haven of natural beauty renowned for 
small-town hospitality and for a vibrant, 
eclectic culture of music, arts, outdoor 
recreation and local foods, farms and 
spirits.  

“Floyd is trending because there are so 
many small businesses—all birthed from 
inspiration and vision,” says Floyd Coun-
ty Tourism Director Pat Sharkey. “Folks 
are creative and trend-setting—in roasting 
coffee, making chocolate, growing food, 
in creating moonshine cocktails and craft 
beer, visionary art and memorable music. 
Community and creativity is alive here.”

Montgomery County (Blacksburg, 
Christiansburg) 

This beautiful part of southwest Virginia 
is the home of Virginia Tech and a perfect 
mid-Atlantic destination for getting out-
doors while staying connected to town 
amenities.

 “Montgomery Countys joins with lo-
calities throughout the New River Valley 
to provide activities for all levels of ad-
venturists,” says Lisa Bleakley, executive 
director of Montgomery County Virginia 
Regional Tourism. “Whether seeking out-
door recreation, arts and culture, or sim-
ply relaxation, this community welcomes 
you to enjoy the surrounding beauty and 
hospitality of Montgomery County.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. The Moss Arts Center at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg.

2. The New River, popular for fishing or tubing at 
McCoy Falls.

3. Downtown Blacksburg’s Lyric Theatre, offering a 
variety of entertainment.

4. Breweries and wineries in rural farm settings.

5. The Huckleberry Trail, a rail-trail connecting 
Christiansburg to Blacksburg and beyond.

Roanoke County (and the cities of 
Roanoke and Salem) 

As the largest metropolitan area along the 
Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia, and re-
cently named America’s East Coast Moun-
tain Biking Capital, Virginia’s Blue Ridge 
Region at Roanoke, Salem and Roanoke 
County is a premier destination for out-
door recreation, offering fabulous culture, 
cuisine and entertainment while deliver-
ing refined, authentic, metro mountain 
adventure.

“Virginia’s Blue Ridge is a destination 
with an energized mix of culture and ad-
venture,” says Taylor Spellman, the public 
relations manager for Visit Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge. “At the hub of amazing outdoor 
activities find a Cheers Trail, renowned 
restaurants with outstanding flavors and 
a thriving arts scene with live music and 
world-class performances year-round.”

FIVE THINGS NOT  
TO MISS: 

1. Stay at the Hotel Roanoke then take a walking 
tour to the Virginia Museum of Transportation, O. 
Winston Link Museum and the Taubman Museum 
of Art in downtown Roanoke.

2. Explore Center in the Square in downtown 
Roanoke and visit the long-running Roanoke 
Farmers Market.

3. Visit the Mill Mountain Star and take in the view of 
the Roanoke Valley.

4. Catch action and beautiful mountain views at a 
Salem Red Sox Game.

5. Hike, paddle and camp off the Blue Ridge Parkway 
at Explore Park (milepost 115), Roanoke.

Georgia’s Official Farm-To-Table Capital
ExploreRabun.com

COUNTY
abun

 Georgia

THE NATURAL PLACE FOR FARMS...

FOOD FALLS  & FUN 

TO ALL THE BLUE RIDGE COUNTRY 
READERS WHO PUT US ON TOP. 
PLAN YOUR OWN VISIT SOON.

Thank You,

VIRGINIA
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ABOVE: Downtown Culpepper is home to a rising number of shops and restaurants.

BELOW: Albemarle’s King Family Vineyard gets all its grapes from the Monticello American Viticulture Area.

ARGENTINE ASADO

BRETT VA

Albemarle County (and the city of 
Charlottesville)

This is the most established wine region 
on the East Coast. The live music scene 
is disproportionately large and diverse, 
thanks in large part to the proximity to 
the University of Virginia.

“Even locals find it difficult to keep up 
with all the new ventures, experiences, 
and developments in Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County,” says William Dozier, 
marketing coordinator of the Charlottes-
ville Albemarle Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. “There’s always more to see and 
do. Wineries and breweries, of which we 
have more than 50, are popular on beauti-
ful days.”

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:  
1; Monticello, home of President Thomas Jefferson.

2. UVa’s Academical Village, or “The Lawn,” at the 
University of Virginia.

3. Downtown Mall, one of the longest pedestrian 
malls in the country.

4. Experience the eclectic live music scene at 
Charlottesville.

5. Visit the variety of wineries of Albemarle County.

 FIVE THINGS NOT 
TO MISS:

1. Lake Pelham Adventures, 
offering canoe, kayak, 
paddle board and paddle 
boat rentals. Lake Pelham 
is a 255-acre lake minutes 
from historic downtown 
Culpeper.

2. Library of Congress, Packard 
Theatre: Set on a beautiful 
45 acre campus, the Packard 
Campus of the National 
Audio-Visual Conservation 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility where the Library 
of Congress acquires, 
preserves and provides 
access to the world’s largest 
and most comprehensive 
collection of films, 
television programs, radio 
broadcasts and sound 
recordings.

3. Belmont Farms: a 200-acre 
site in southern Culpeper 
County dedicated to the art 
of Copper Pot Distilling.

4. Far Gohn Brewery: This 
“Tavern Brewery” celebrates 
the German immigrant 
contribution to the 
American beer tradition but 
also embraces the variety 
of beer styles from all over 
the world.

5.  La Bee Da Loca: Beekeeper 
Felecia Chavez has built 
a shop around her hives, 
telling the story of the 
honey bee, the world’s 
strongest pollinators and 
how important they are to 
food production.

Culpeper County (Culpeper, Rapidan)
Culpeper is well-known as a foodie town, 
with rich history and modern charm. 
Engage in equestrian sport, cycle scenic 
byways, explore American history by vis-
iting Civil War Battlefields, or discover 
the agricultural bounty of Virginia’s Pied-
mont.

“If I were to personify Culpeper, the 
top traits that come to mind are humble, 
surprising and delicately refined,” says 
Paige Read, the director of economic de-
velopment and tourism Culpeper. “We are 
a small town, filled with small businesses 
who support one another. Our shops, our 
chefs, our artists and producers all want 
to see one another succeed. It’s refreshing 
and noble.”

KING FAMILY VINEYAR

MOUNTAINS
—KNOW THE SECRETS—
WE NEED TO LEARN

In Mercer County, it’s all about the mountains. And not 
just the picturesque mountains that you see in every 
turn. Nationally known ATV trails, endless outdoor 
adventure, and eclectic small towns—all steeped in our 
coal history, create mountains of fun for your family.

VisitMercerCounty.com
800-221-3206

#VisitMercerWV

VIRGINIA NORTH CAROLINA

The stunning Biltmore Estate is an Asheville attraction 
year-round.

 TOP FIVE THINGS  
NOT TO MISS:

1. Biltmore Estate: An enduring legacy 
of America’s gilded age, Biltmore 
is the 250-room grand vision of 
George W. Vanderbilt.

 2. Rooftop views: Experience 
downtown Asheville from a number 
of new rooftop restaurant bars.

 3. The River Arts District consists of a 
vast array of artists with working 
studios in 22 former industrial 
and historical buildings spread 
out along a one-mile stretch of the 
French Broad River.

4. West Asheville has an exploding 
food scene all its own with new 
restaurants.

 5 . Buncombe County is home to 
several scenic small towns like 
Weaverville, Woodfin and Leicester, 
as well as Black Mountain, a quite 
walkable small town that blends 
Main Street charm with creative 
cool.

Buncombe County (Asheville, Black 
Mountain) 

Sitting along the famed Blue Ridge Park-
way and surrounded by one million acres 
of protected wilderness, Asheville’s back-
yard in Buncombe County, North Caro-
lina, has the highest mountain peaks east 
of the Mississippi, thousands of miles 
of hiking and biking trails, and George 
Vanderbilt’s 8,000-acre playground at 
Biltmore Estate. Asheville is a dynamic 
downtown brimming with Art Deco ar-
chitecture, food-centric hotels, James 
Beard chefs, craft breweries and a thriving 
art, music and theater scene. 

 “The beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 
are what bring people to Asheville,” says 
Dodie Stephens, the director of communi-
cations for Explore Asheville. “But, when 
they get here, they discover a vibrant and 
free-spirited city filled with fascinating 
history and unique people doing what 
they love. Nature and culture play to-
gether here in a way that resonates with 
travelers.”    

COURTESY OF MEREDITH TRAVEL MARKETING
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COURTESY OF MEREDITH TRAVEL MARKETING

VISITNC.COM

ABOVE: Looking Glass is one of the waterfalls 
that gives Brevard County its identity as part of 
“North Carolina’s Land of Waterfalls.”

BELOW: Grandfather Mountain’s Mile High 
Swinging Bridge is a must-do in Avery County. 

Avery County (Banner Elk, Beech 
Mountain, Seven Devils)

Banner Elk, Beech Mountain and Seven 
Devils are all part of Avery County, a sec-
tion of the High Country known for win-
tertime fun on some of the South’s largest 
ski slopes. The lively college town of Ban-

TOP FIVE 
THINGS NOT 

TO MISS:
1. Downtown 

Hendersonville, 
lined with shops 
and restaurants 
along attractive 
sidewalks.

2.  Crest of the Blue 
Ridge Orchard 
Trail, featuring 20 
orchards, you-pick 
farms and produce 
stand.s

3. “Hendersonville 
Cheers! Trail,” 
featuring 16 
different tasting 
experiences 
including cider, 
wine, beer and 
mead.  

4. Flat Rock Playhouse 
and the Historic 
Village of Flat Rock, 
a collection of large 
summer estates 
built in the English 
manner.

5. DuPont State 
Recreational Forest, 
featuring waterfalls 
and horseback 
trails.

TOP FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. New River State Park features about 3,000 acres for camping and canoeing, 

near Jefferson.

2. Mount Jefferson State Natural Area, featuring about 1,000 acres of recreation 
opportunities, including trails, near West Jefferson.

3. Ashe County Cheese, cranking out dairy products in downtown West Jefferson.

4. Ashe County Frescoes, featured at rural churches.

5. Ashe County Barn Quilts and Murals, which can be toured in a loop trail.

Henderson County (Hendersonville, 
Flat Rock)

Hendersonville and Henderson County 
blend mountain charm with arts, culture, 
outdoor adventure and locally crafted 
spirits. Whether you wander through 
an orchard picking apples, sip cider and 
wine made from freshly harvested fruit, 
hike through old-growth forests, or pad-
dle along one of the oldest rivers in the 
world, Hendersonville provides authentic 
experiences that create lasting memories.

“Hendersonville offers a wide array of 
activities for the whole family,” says Beth 
Carden, director, of the Henderson Coun-
ty Tourism Development Authority. “The 
scenic beauty and the great outdoors of 
this area draw people to Hendersonville, 
along with the diversity of attractions, to 
keep you entertained.”

Ashe County (West Jefferson, Lansing)
Ashe County’s location in the northwest-
ern corner of North Carolina and its aver-
age elevation of 3,000 feet justify calling it 
“The Coolest Corner in North Carolina.” 
The area also boasts breathtaking scen-
ery, a vibrant music and arts community, 
diverse small towns and genuine, hard-
working people. Add to that the iconic 
New River, and you have the perfect place 
to create precious memories. 

“The secret is out, and we are so glad to 
share all that Ashe County has to offer,” 
Says Kitty Honeycutt, executive director of 
the Ashe County Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Center. “There are endless 
outdoor activities, a rich art and cultural 
community, a vibrant collection of musi-
cal offerings and venues, and numerous 
shopping and dining  options.” hazard 

perry

NORTH CAROLINA

Ashe County Cheese 
Company features fined 
tastes and cow art.

TOP FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Play on public lands: Pisgah National Forest, DuPont State Recreational Forest, Gorges State Park.

 2.  Take in a concert at the Brevard Music Center Summer Festival.

 3. Have a unique downtown shopping experience at O.P. Taylor’s or D.D. Bullwinkel’s Outdoors, two 
foundational institutions in downtown Brevard.

 4. Send your kids to an unforgettable camp experience, with 16 to choose from.

 5. Paddle on the French Broad River in Transylvania County, just outside of Brevard.

Transylvania County (Brevard. Pisgah 
Forest)

Surrounded by national forests or parks as 
part of the home of 250 waterfalls in Tran-
sylvania County, the town of Brevard is a 
tiny Mecca for great art and music plus 
a base camp to grand adventure in the 
Blue Ridge. Visitors have long celebrated 
Brevard’s world-class cycling, acclaimed 
summer music festival, and charming, 
historic downtown where every day feels 
ripe for exploration.

 “We are truly blessed here in Brevard,” 
says Clark E. Lovelace, executive direc-
tor of the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber 
of Commerce. “There are so many op-
portunities for fun, from exploring over 
100,000 acres of public land to shopping 
in our vibrant downtown to grabbing a 
brew at one of our four breweries, all in 
our friendly, quaint mountain town,” .

ner Elk blends a relaxed setting with the 
amenities of a larger city as well as offer-
ing theater and the arts.

“We have a large number of tourists 
and second home owners who enjoy eat-
ing out,” says Nancy Owen, tourism direc-
tor for Banner Elk, North Carolina. “And 
that’s what drives the Banner Elk culinary 
scene and makes us the ‘Culinary Hot Spot 
of the North Carolina High Country.’”

TOP FIVE THINGS  
NOT TO MISS:

1. Artisanal Restaurant: Chef Bill Greene has 
built a national reputation at this high-
end restaurant.

 2. Lees-McRae Summer Theater: 
Professional theater comes to Banner 
Elk each summer with Broadway-quality 
musicals.

 3. Woolly Worm Festival is held on the third 
weekend of each October at Banner Elk. 

4. Hike the Profile Trail at Grandfather 
Mountain State Park.

 5. Walk across the famous Mile High 
Swinging Bridge atop Grandfather 
Mountain.
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Monroe County (Sweetwater, Tellico 
Plains)

Halfway between Chattanooga and Knox-
ville, this county of rolling hills is the of-
ficial southern Cherokee National Forest 
gateway. It preserves East Tennessee his-
tory, and offers a full calendar of celebra-
tions. There are skyways, waterfalls and 
hiking in the wild; and shopping, golf 
and arts and crafts in the towns. And, re-
ally delicious cheese and wine.

“Monroe County is the place that 
makes you feel at home the very first time 
you visit,” says Blaina Tallent Best, Mon-
roe Co. Tourism Director. “And the people 
are what truly make this place so special.” 

Adds Kassie Kelley-Watson, Sweetwater 
Main Street Director: “Sweetwater appeals 
to the history buff, nature lover, passion-
ate antiquer, adventurer, and the kids.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS: 
1. The Lost Sea Adventure, at America’s largest 

underground lake. 

2.Sweetwater Main Street, for shopping, walking 
tour, historic sites and year-round festivals.

3. Fort Loudon State Historic Park and Sequoyah 
Birthplace Museum is one of the earliest British 
forts on the western frontier (1756); and creator of 
the Cherokee written language.

4. Engleman Park Arboretum. An oasis with over 30 
notable tree species, some exceeding 150 years 
old.

5. Tsali Notch Vineyard, specializing in ‘America’s wild 
grape™’ indigenous muscadine wines.

Blount County (Maryville, Townsend)
Wind through mountain roads in the 
protected wilderness of America’s most 
visited national park, and stand breath-
less in the belly of millions-of-years-old 
caverns. The quiet side of the Smokies 
offers solitude, family fun, sweeping vis-
tas, local cuisine and history sites that 
celebrate a diversity of mountain cultures.

“As a peaceful getaway without lots of 
traffic, we cater to individuals who want to 
get back to nature, enjoy outdoor living, 
and connect with themselves and family,” 
says Kim Mitchell, Blount Partnership Di-
rector of Tourism. “Our destinations will 
remind you of your childhood—playing 
in the dirt, riding your bike, splashing in 
the river, and living your best life.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Cades Cove in Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park: Hike, bike, drive for some of the best wildlife 
viewing in the park.

2. Little River’s  gentle tubing with small rapids on 
the “quiet side of the Smokies.”

3. Great Smoky Mountains, with more than 850 
miles of hiking trails for all abilities and interests.

4. Tuckaleechee Caverns: “Greatest Site Under the 
Smokies.”

5. Downtown Maryville, for shopping, Southern 
cuisine, and historic 18th Century buildings.

Carter County (Roan Mountain, 
Elizabethton)

To access a nice stretch of the Appala-
chian Trail, see the world’s largest natural 
rhododendron garden and learn about 
the Overmountain Men’s crucial role in 
winning the American Revolution, visit 
here. Aptly known as “Tennessee’s Moun-
tain Playground,” this upper east destina-
tion includes the northern section of the 
Cherokee National Forest.

“Carter County’s unique combination 
of small town charm, outdoor adventures, 
and rich history make it a terrific destina-
tion with something for everyone,” says 
Luke Freeman, Elizabethton/Carter Coun-
ty Tourism Coordinator.

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Roan Mountain hiking to the balds.

2. Sycamore Shoals State Historic Park’s Fort 
Watauga, museum, demonstrations.

3. Downtown Elizabethton shopping, dining, award-
winning covered bridge.

4. Watauga River’s trophy trout fishing.

5. Tweetsie Trail bike riding—one of the state’s longest 
rail trails.

Claiborne County (Cumberland Gap, Harrogate)
Located at the convergence of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia this 
location witnessed Daniel Boone blazing the Wilderness Road; boasts an 
award-winning golf course; and commands your attention with three 
hundred and sixty degree views. It also has the only post office in the 
U.S. that’s been in three states.

“This county offers everything you’ll find in large attractions without 
the high costs, crowds or traffic,” says Karyn P. Clark, Claiborne Economic 
Partnership CEO and president. “Our residents are friendly, inviting, and 
help make a visit to experience the natural beauty of our area a pleasure.” 

Anderson County (Oak Ridge, Clinton)
Here find events that shaped our nation and the world began in this 

county, both scientifically and culturally. In addition to enjoying the hills 
and waterways of the Smoky Mountain foothills, a visit here is a fascinating 
glimpse into the broad reaches of history and the promise of the future.

“As part of the Manhattan Project (the country’s first atomic bomb proj-
ect), the U.S. government secretly built the city of Oak Ridge with the hope 
of developing technology that would end World War II,” says Katy Jett, Ex-
plore Oak Ridge president. “The Secret City and surrounding county and 
towns are filled with opportunities: family fun on land and in the water, and 
a close-up look at Big Science.” 

TENNESSEE

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. American Museum of Science and Energy and the Children’s 

Museum of Oak Ridge: science fun for the family with hands-on 
learning and the WWII story of Oak Ridge.

2. Manhattan Project National Historical Park. guided bus tour 
through WWII history of the Secret City.

3. Clinton antique shopping: multiple shops with dozens of dealers 
offering every era of antiques and collectibles.

4. Green McAdoo Cultural Center honors the 12 students who bravely 
attended the first desegregated public high school in the South.

5. Melton Lake, fishing for 28 species, rowing competitions, boating, 
cycling paved trails.

Horses graze at Cades Cove in the Tennessee Smokies.

Downtown Sweetwater is great for a walk.

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1.Norris Lake boating, marinas, fishing.

2. Powell River fishing, floating, kayaking, canoeing.

3. Cumberland Gap National Historic Park, hiking trails, Pinnacle 
Overlook.

4. Cumberland Gap historic town, Lincoln Museum at LMU campus.

5. Woodlake Golf Course, Country Club, steakhouse, hotel.

BASILPICS
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 Greenbrier County (Lewisburg, White 
Sulphur Springs)

 The Greenbrier Valley’s energized and 
creative communities have contributed 
heavily to the area’s recent growth. Focus-
ing on quality products and warm hospi-
tality, the independent shops, restaurants 
and niche businesses are thriving in Lew-
isburg and White Sulphur Springs. Golf at 
The Greenbrier. Hike on the Greenbrier 
River Trail. See a show at Carnegie Hall. 

“The Greenbrier Valley is the right 
blend of history, outdoor adventure and 
an impressive culinary scene,” says Valerie 
Pritt, communications manager for the 
Greenbrier County Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau. “With a push to use locally 
sourced ingredients, you’re likely to get a 
fresh-from-the-farm meal at many of the 
restaurants.”

Mercer County (Bluefield, Princeton)
Since the creation of the ATV trails on the 
county’s coalfields, outdoor adventure 
from state parks to scenic overlooks con-
tinue to climb in popularity. The down-
towns of Princeton and Bluefield burst 
with revitalization, offering exciting new 
restaurants and attractions, and helping 
create a new experience for visitors crav-
ing the outdoors and Appalachian cul-
ture.

 “With more outdoor projects on the 
horizon, Mercer County is tying its histor-
ical background—railroad and coal—into 
a destination for hikers, bikers, ATV riders 
and more,” says Jamie Null, executive di-
rector of Mercer County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “It is exciting to watch the 
transformation.”

S W E E T W A T E R T N . N E T

C O M E  E X P E R I E N C E I N  T E N N E S S E E
   The 
Sweetest 
   Street

Thank you readers! For voting for us the #1 Trending Mountain Destination in TN!

Pendleton County (Seneca Rocks)
Pendleton County is West Virginia’s 
fourth largest county in terms of land 
mass and has just 7,000 residents. Quaint 
mountain towns are nestled in between 
rolling mountains, majestic rock forma-
tions and some of the best fishing east of 
the Mississippi River.

 “Pendleton County represents every-
thing people picture when they think of a 
mountain getaway,” says Laura Brown, ex-
ecutive director of the Pendleton County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “You can 
get lost in a scenic back roads drive or 
explore hiking trails with views of moun-
tains that seem to never end. The fishing 
is spectacular and the people make you 
feel at home.”

 FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Spruce Knob, West Virginia’s highest point

2. Seneca Rocks, popular with both hikers and rock 
climbers

3. Swilled Dog Hard Cider, Upper Tract

4. Harper’s Old Country Store, serving Seneca Rocks 
since 1902

5. The Boggs House Museum is located inside a 
1758 log home at Franklin.

Morgan County (Berkeley Springs, 
Cacapon, Paw Paw)

Berkeley Springs is a charming small-
town and star attraction of Morgan Coun-
ty, which also includes the municipality 
of Bath. Known for its healing waters and 
worldly sophistication, Berkeley Springs 
remains a postal address and what locals 
call “a state of mind.”

 “When you have a town where there 
are three times as many massage thera-
pists as lawyers,” says Jeanne Mozier, vice 
president of Travel Berkeley Springs, “you 
know it’s a place dedicated to making peo-
ple feel good. That’s Berkeley Springs.” 

 Fayette County (Fayettville, Oak Hill)
The New River Gorge region of Fayette 
County is home to the eclectic shops, eat-
eries and breweries. Tie that together with 
good fishing, hiking and lodging, and you 
have something for everyone.

“The New River Gorge is a place where 
you feel at peace,” says Sharon Crui-
kshank, president of the Fayette County 
Chamber of Commerce. “The pace is 
slower, the fishing is great and the food 
is fantabulous! There is lodging for ev-
eryone—from camping to tree houses to 
luxury homes.”

WEST VIRGINIA
TOP FIVE THINGS 

NOT TO MISS: 
1. Panorama Overlook: 

Combine two rivers, three 
states, a railroad and a 
canal. This makes a great 
motorcycle ride.

2. Paw Paw Tunnel, largest 
manmade structure on the 
C&O Canal.

3. Berkeley Castle, Victorian 
structure available for 
special events. 

4. Berkeley Springs State Park, 
home of the warm springs, 
outdoor pools and state 
run spa, Museum of the 
Berkeley Springs, village 
green site of festivals and 
activities.  

5. One-of-a-kind festivals: 
Berkeley Springs 
International Water Tasting 
in February; Apple Butter 
Festival in October; Festival 
of Light Psychic Fair and 
Alternative Healing Expo in 
November.

TOP FIVE THIINGS NOT TO 
MISS:

1. The Hatfield-McCoy ATV trails: Ride in a 
family UTV or a take in the scenery on a 
one-person ATV or dirt bike.

2. Camp Creek State Park waterfalls, perfect 
for fishing, wading and splashing

3. Princeton Railroad Museum: See how the 
railroad impacted southern West Virginia 
at this museum near a brewery and gift 
shops of the Grassroots District.

4. The Corner Shop in Bramwell, an old-
fashioned soda fountain plus a famous 
hamburger and fries

5. Stay in Bluefield’s Bluefield Inn or Baker’s 
Hill Inn and take in the view at the 
overlook of East River Mountain

The Greenbrier has 
been welcoming visitors 
for more than 240 
years. The Hatfield McCoy ATV Trails lure riders to 

Mercer County.

TOP FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
 1. The Greenbrier, a classic resort dating to 1778.

 2. Greenbrier River Trail, spanning 78 miles.

 3. Smooth Ambler Spirits, a distillery offering a tasting room and tours.

 4. Carnegie Hall of Lewisburg, featuring live performances.

 5.The French Goat, a French bistro restaurant in Lewisburg.

TOP FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1.New River Gorge Bridge: People come from all over the world to 

BASE jump off of the bridge every third Saturday in October for 
“Bridge Day”

2. Whitewater rafting with every level of experience, up to Class V and 
VI rapids.

3. Hiking and biking trails in the New River Gorge.

4. Sample the unique flavor mix,from Thai and gourmet burgers to 
port and pine pizza. 

5. Shop for antiques and art.

HATFIELD MCCOY TRAILS
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Pickens County (Clemson, Easley)
Clemson, while named for the city’s 
Clemson University, is much more than 
a college town. Clemson and Pickens 
County can be considered an adventur-
ing hotspot. Nestled in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains and along the 
banks of Lake Hartwell, Clemson offers 
the perfect mix of outdoor adventure, 
classic southern charm and history.

 “We are ecstatic to be named a top 
trending destination,” says Visit Clemson 
Tourism Director Kade Herrick. “It means 
that others are seeing what we have seen 
for year—the beauty and wonders of 
Clemson and Pickens County.—the lakes, 
mountains, and waterfalls, along with liv-
ing so close to a major university. It is a 
championship lifestyle.”

monroe

Cheerokee County (Blackburg, 
Gaffney)

The Town of Blacksburg and the City of 
Gaffney are charms of the South. Known 
for its Peach Water Tower at Gaffney, just 
off I-85, this county is home to Cowpens 
National Battlefield; Kings Mountain Na-
tional Military Park; and the Overmoun-
tain Victory National Historic Trail.

“Our area is unique because we are like 
a hidden gem,” says Jonna Turner, ex-
ecutive director of the Cherokee County 
Chamber of Commerce. “With a charm-
ing, historic downtown in both Blacks-
burg and Gaffney, multiple nationally 
featured restaurants and shops, and rich 
history, Cherokee County is a great place 
to visit.”

Oconee County (Seneca, Walhalla)
Oconee County is best known for its 
natural resources that contribute to out-
door adventures. The Chattooga River 
offers world-class whitewater rafting and 
fly fishing. Lake Jocassee is a 9,000-acre 
primitive lake surrounded by the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, and lined with numer-
ous waterfalls. The county also features 
hiking trails to 29 waterfalls.

 “On the hottest day of the year,” 
says Ken Sloan, President & CEO of Visit 
Oconee SC, “you can always find a cool 
spot to chill either under a waterfall, float-
ing the Chattooga or swimming on Lake 
Jocassee. Oconee Is truly a really cool 
place to play!”  

 FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS: 
1. Lake Tour of Lake Jocassee, which includes a 

historical narrative and tour of several waterfalls.

2. Raft the rapids of the Chattooga River, where the 
1972 movie “Deliverance” was filmed.

3. Short hike to Whitewater Falls, combined with a 
very short drive to Wiggington Overlook, which 
offers views of the Jocassee Valley, including Lake 
Jocassee.

4. Stumphouse Park: Hike through the historic 
tunnel, walk over to Issaqueena Falls, hike the 
Blue Ridge Railroad Trail and go biking on the 
Stumphouse Mountain Bike Trail.

  5. Experience “Jazz on the Alley” every Thursday, 
6:30–9 p.m., April to October, on the historic Ram 
Cat Alley at Seneca.

Greenville County (Greenville,  
Traverls Rest)

Nestled in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, Greenville offers a 
unique blend of traditional Southern 
charm and contemporary cool. Its walk-
able downtown is packed tight with cul-
tural and culinary distractions. An award-
winning, tree-lined Main Street buzzes 
with people, locally owned boutiques and 
more than 110 locally owned restaurants.

“There are a million reasons why 
people are saying ‘Yeah that Greenville,’” 
says Ty Houck, director of Greenways, 
Natural and Historic Resources for Green-
ville County Parks & Recreation. “With 
countless annual events and activities like 
standup paddle boarding on Lake Saluda 
to bicycling along the tree-lined Prisma 
Health Swamp Rabbit Trail System, Green-
ville has it going on.”

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Falls Park on the Reedy is the crown jewel 

of Greenville’s award-winning downtown; a 
nationally acclaimed green space with the curved 
Liberty Bridge, spanning 345 feet to allow 
unobstructed views of the Reedy River Falls.

2. The Prisma Health Swamp Rabbit Trail is a 22-mile 
multi-use trail.

3. Stroll the streets of downtown Greenville to see 
more than 70 pieces of public artwork featured as 
part of Greenville’s Art in Public Places initiative.

4. Caesars Head State Park offers 50 miles of easy to 
strenuous hiking trails, camping and fishing.

5. Experience the events of downtown Greenville, 
including “Moonlight Movies in the Park” and 
“Downtown Alive”

SOUTH CAROLINA
Spartanburg County (Spartanburg, 

Landrum)
Spartanburg melds small-town charm, 
state-of-the-art event venues and restau-
rants with historical significance dating 
back to the Revolutionary War. Spartan-
burg County is home to picturesque views 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains, miles of out-
door walking and biking trails and some 
of the finest waterways in South Carolina. 

“From walking through Landrum’s 
quaint downtown to the waterside views 
of Lake Bowen, Spartanburg County is a 
haven for anyone looking to enjoy the 
great outdoors,” says Chris Jennings, ex-
ecutive vice president of the Spartanburg 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We’ve  
also got some of the region’s best restau-
rants, home to modern, innovative cui-
sine and classic, down-home cooking.”

FIVE THINGS NOT TO 
MISS: 

1. Clemson University, home of the 
national champion Clemson Tigers 
football team.

2. South Carolina Botanical Gardens, 
a 295-acre garden and natural area 
perfect for both relaxation and 
exploration.

3. Table Rock State Park, an oasis of about 
3,000 acres with two lakes, a lodge, 
playground, restaurant and trails.

4. Sassafras Mountain, the highest peak 
in South Carolina.

5. Twin Falls, accessed by a popular 
hiking trail.

FIVE THINGS 
NOT TO MISS: 
1. Croft State Park is 

home to wooded, 
rolling hillsides, 
ready to be 
explored on foot, 
bike or horseback 
across a sprawling 
7,054 acres.

2. Southside 
Smokehouse & 
Grille sits just 
beneath the Blue 
Ridge Mountains 
in Landrum. The 
popular restaurant 
employs farm-to-
table techniques 
to serve up classic 
comfort foods.

3. New Groove Artisan 
Brewing, churning 
out unique sour 
and dark beers, 
sits along SC 9 in 
Boiling Springs.

4. Lake Bowen’s 1,534 
acres of water 
span 33 miles of 
shoreline.

5. Chapman Cultural 
Center, a one-stop 
shop for the arts in 
Spartanburg.

The Saturday Market in Greenville is part of the 
welcome of a great downtown.

Table Rock State Park is a beautiful and major 
lure for Pickens County.

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Cowpens National Battlefield preserves a major battlefield of the American 

Revolutionary War.

2. Try the hot dogs at Harold’s Restaurant in Gaffney, where the recipe for the chili 
burger has remained for 75 years.

3. Daddy Joe’s Beach House BBQ & Grill, of Gaffney, features a menu centered on 
barbeque and sandwiches.

4. The Big E Entertainment Center, Gaffney, features movies, laser tag and 
bowling.

5. Tour the Gaffney Visitor’s Center, in a renovated 1912 post office building that 
is also home to an art museum.

www.claibornepartnership.com | (423) 626-4149
Claiborne County Tourism

1732 Main Street, Suite 1, Tazewell, TN 37879

Come Home 
to Claiborne County, 

Tennessee!
R. P. JENNINGS | STOCK.ADOBE
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Walker County (Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain)
Want to stand on a mountain and see seven states? Sip signature drinks at 

the area’s first craft brewery? Paddle through one of the country’s first national 
military parks? Rock climb and spelunk in the wilderness? This county just 
south of Chattanooga is your destination.

“We are an outdoor enthusiast’s dream.,” says Lacey Wilson, Walker 
County Chamber of Commerce president. “Along with an abundance of ac-
tivities, you’ll be hard pressed to find an area that boasts more scenic views, 
all located within a few minutes of a metropolitan area.” 

Towns County (Hiawassee, Young 
Harris)

Crystal-clear waters for fishing and swim-
ming, and clear skies above for star gaz-
ing. This destination, sharing a border 
with North Carolina, is two-thirds pub-
lic lands and all about the outdoor life. 
The Chattahoochee National Forest and 
award-winning Lake Chatuge create an 
idyllic environment.

“Our county is perfect for those who 
like to hike, boat, or fish with plenty of 
exploration mixed in,” says Candace Lee, 
Towns County Chamber of Commerce 
president. “Then, at the end of the day, 
there is nothing better than enjoying lo-
cally made wine or beer, catching a free 
concert on the square, or watching a show 
at the O. Wayne Rollins Planetarium.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Bell Mountain Historical Park, with a stunning lake 

and mountain views, and paragliding.

2. Brasstown Bald Mountain, one of the best 
star-gazing spots in the country, and highest 
mountain in Georgia.

3. Hamilton Gardens (botanical) at Lake Chatuge, 
with arich diversity of native flora, and largest 
collection of rhododendrons in the southeastern 
U.S.

4. Aqua Tiki at Lake Chatuge, with its fully equipped 
“floating tiki bar” for celebrating on the lake.

5. Crane Creek Vineyards, Hightower Creek 
Vineyards: locally owned, relaxed atmosphere.

Rabun County (Clayton, Dillard, Tallulah 
Falls, Sky Valley)

This location is the Farm to Table Capital 
of Georgia, with five Best Chefs America 
creating cuisine. Per capita, there are 
more working farms and BCA chefs than 
anywhere else in the state. 

“Visitors are drawn to the natural 
beauty here,” says Teka Earnhardt, Rabun 
County Tourism Development Authority 
executive director. “We’re 74 percent U.S. 
Forest, state parks and Georgia Power-
owned lakes. The views are incredible ev-
erywhere you go, and we cannot be over-
developed. You feel the peacefulness and 
tranquility.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:. 
1. Three state parks: Tallulah Gorge SP, Black Rock 

Mountain SP, Moccasin Creek SP – for camping, 
hiking, birding, and fishing.

2. Fifteen+ waterfalls, for viewing and swimming.

3. Downtown Clayton Main Street, for dining, 
shopping, nightlife, walking tour of 37 buildings.

4. Three vineyards, two distilleries, each with 
distinctive beverages and atmospheres.

5. Dillard antique shopping: 40,000 square feet in a 
two-block area.

GEORGIA
White County (Helen, Cleveland)

Explore nature on hundreds of miles of 
multi-use trails, support local artisans 
with specialty shopping, and relax in the 
evenings at the state’s first and only Geor-
gia Grown Agritourism brewery.

“Soothe your soul in White County, 
where Mother Nature comes to play. Relax 
and stay awhile,” according to the White 
County Chamber of Commerce).

LEFT: Rabun 
Coounty’s 
Tallulah Gorge 
hosts abounty 
of rafters.

BELOW: 
Helen, is home 
to a Bavarian-
style townscape 
at Helen 
Square.

FIVE THINGS NOT 
TO MISS:

1. Valhalla Resort Hotel, 
lodging in style.

2. Tantrum Brewing 
Company, Georgia’s first 
and only Georgia Grown 
Agri-tourism brewery.

3. Alpine Amusement Park, 
with a gravity roller 
coaster in the side of the 
mountain.

4. Yonah Preserve Trails , for 
mountain biking.

5. Waterfall tours and 
Stovall Mill Covered 
Bridge: multiple falls 
with varying degrees of 
difficulty; and the state’s 
shortest clear span. 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Rock City:  See seven states, and dine surrounded by the 

great views.

2. Phantom Horse Brewery : the area’s first craft brewery, 
inside Pie Slingers Pizzeria.

3. Chickamauga Creek, for kayaking through a Civil War 
battlefield.

4. Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area, for biking, 
hiking, and horse trails, primitive camping and wildlife.

5. Queen City Lake: non-motorized boating, 
paddleboarding, kayaking, fishing.

Catoosa County (Fort Oglethorpe, Ringgold)
Local Civil War history comes to life, and a World War II museum 
supports the community and local veterans. Every citizen in the area 
has memories from the 1925 amusement park still in operation today. 
And, celebrities (including Dolly Parton) come to town for the nup-
tials.

“Located right on I-75, our county draws visitors from all over for 
unique shopping, a wide dining selection, historical spots, family ac-
tivities, and outdoor recreation,” says Amy L. Jackson, Catoosa County 
Chamber of Commerce president and CEO. “We are definitely a friend-
ly destination with many fun things to do.” 

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park: Civil War park 

with storytelling, horseback riding, rock climbing, and tours.

2. 6th Cavalry Museum supports and honors WWII Ft. Oglethorpe and 
current veterans.

3. Lake Winnepesaukah Amusement Park, a small-town carnival 
atmosphere with rides, amusements, and arcades.

4. Georgia Winery: locally owned since 1983, award-winning wines.

5.Ringgold Wedding Chapel, a destination for famous weddings, and 
local favorite for customizable events.

SEAN PAVONE  | STOCK ADOBE

PHOTO BY PETER MCINTOSH
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Letcher County (Whitesburg,  
Payne Gap)

Experience an unforgettable getaway by 
enjoying hiking, ATV trails, horseback 
riding, fishing, kayaking, great music, 
square-dancing, golfing, moonshine tast-
ing and delicious homemade cookin’.

 “We are honored to have been given 
this distinction, and to those who live 
here, it is no secret why our area was 
named one of Kentucky’s top trending 
destinations for 2019,” says Letcher Coun-
ty Tourism Director Jessica Howard. “It’s 
the feeling you get when you visit that 
turns an ordinary getaway into a memora-
ble experience. Along every turn, Letcher 
County is definitely becoming the place 
for adventure seekers of all ages.”

Harlan County (Evarts, Cumberland)
Harlan County offers thrilling adventures 
with ATV trails; Kentucky’s highest peak; 
and hiking trails. Harlan is also a place 
bursting full of history, culture and hospi-
tality.  The county offers Kentucky’s only 
underground mine tour, a coal museum, 
friendly downtowns and fun restaurants.

“We are currently in a state of transi-
tion in Harlan County,” says Brandon 
Pennington of the City of Harlan’s Tourist 
and Convention Commission. “We have 
had to define ourselves on the industry 
that dominated our county for the longest 
time: coal. However, we are at a point in 
our trajectory where we are defining who 
we are with that comes a lot more freedom 
to inspire small businesses, attractions, 
art, culture, and much more. It’s part of 
the puzzle, and I think we are on the right 
track.”

 TOP FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Black Mountain Off-Road Adventure Area

2. Black Mountain Thunder Zipline, Kentucky’s 
highest, longest, and fastest zipline

 3. Take a tour of Portal 31, an underground 
animatronic mine tour

4.Eat at The Portal, a pizza restaurant in Harlan

5. Shop at Sassy TRASH, which boasts over 34 local 
artisan’s wares and crafts, in Harlan

Perry County (Hazard, Vicco, Buckhorn) 
Surrounded by the beautiful Appalachian 
Mountains, Hazard and Perry County, 
Kentucky, is a down-home, friendly kind 
of place. The Perry County Fair, Summer 
in the Park, Black Gold Festival, Battle of 
Leatherwood Re-enactment, Christmas 
in a Small Town, Perry Park Hiking Trails 
and more engage all age groups.  

“I am so excited for what our area has 
to offer our tourists and visitors,” says 
Terry Feltner, Chairman of Hazard/Perry 
County Tourism. “We have just complet-
ed several new hiking trails in the Perry 
County Park. They range from super easy 
to challenging and are already being used 
every day by lots of folks. We have kayak-
ing on the river with marked trails that are 
so fun and refreshing. The Perry County 
Park offers swimming, putt putt, walking, 
basketball, boat ramp and baseball, base-
ball, baseball!”

FIVE THINGS NOT TO MISS:
1. Mother Goose House, a drive-by structure that is 

actually shaped like a goose in Hazard

2. Battle of Leatherwood Reenactment, held in late 
October at Cornettsville

3. Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park, features a lodge 
and cottages near a tree-lined lake at Buckhorn

4.  Buckhorn Log Cathedral, a Buckhorn landmark 
built in 1928

5. Perry County Park Hiking Trails, covering varied 
terrain at Hazard

KENTUCKY

 FIVE THINGS NOT 
TO MISS:

 1. Pine Mountain Overlooks, 
lining U.S. 119 up the 
second tallest mountain 
in Kentucky including 
Cliffside, Hemlock, Hogg, 
Falcon and the Sanders 
Andrew Collins Lodge 

2. Letcher County Tourism-
guided hiking and driving 
tours to sites like Bad 
Branch Falls, Skylight 
View Rock, Blueberry Cliff 
and Eagle Arch Rock

3. Raven Rock Golf Course 
one of Kentucky’s most 
breathtaking 18-hole 
golf courses, first opened 
in 1995, as part of a 
remarkable strip mine 
reclamation project

4. Kentucky Mist Moonshine 
Distillery, a craft operation 
at Whitesburg.

5. Fishpond Lake, located 
one mile west of Payne 
Gap off U.S. 119 in 
Jenkins, this was once 
the site of a mining camp 
and is now the shining 
centerpiece of the 895-
acre Little Laurel Park.

TOP: At an elevation of 2,377 feet, the 
Hemlock Overlook gives guests a180-degree 
view of Letcher County’s mountains.

ABOVE: The Black Mountain Off-Road 
Adventure Area is a lure in Harlan County.

TIM D. HUDSON
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Powell County (Slade, Bowen Clay City) 
Powell County, Kentucky, is home to the 
beautiful Slade, which houses the famed 
Natural Bridge State Park and the legend-
ary Red River Gorge. This area boasts some 
scenic views, and outdoor experiences 
are around every corner, making Powell 
County an adventure seeker’s dream as 
well as a fun-filled outdoor weekend desti-
nation for families.

“This area is thriving thanks to social 
media,” says Miranda Fallen, executive di-
rector of the Powell County Tourism Com-
mission. “New businesses and attractions 
are opening, new cabins—even tree-hous-
es—are being built. Slade welcomes you to 
get away and get back to nature.” 

Floyd County (Prestonsburg, Allen City)
Peek into Appalachian living in Floyd 
County, Kentucky, where heritage is 
rooted with art, history and adventure. 
From adventure trails and nature’s grace 
welcoming you in to country music leg-
ends to top technological science and en-
tertainment centers, this isn’t the eastern 
Kentucky you’ve seen on TV.

“Floyd County is a place that will make 
you feel the freedom of childhood,” says 
Samantha West, the executive director of 
Prestonsburg Tourism. “We encourage you 
to slow down, say yes to adventure, and 
enjoy the creation of new memories.” 

KENTUCKY
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ABOVE: Th stone arch known as Natural Bridge in Natural Bridge State Park in Kentucky allows visitors to 
walk across the top of the Appalachian Mountain arch.

TOP FIVE THINGS 
NOT TO MISS:

1. Natural Bridge State 
Resort Park, featuring 
trails, restaurant and 
lodging

2. Kentucky Reptile Zoo, 
a destination in Slade 
that specializes in 
venomous reptiles

3. Scenic Byway drive 
through Red River 
Gorge Geological Area, 
cutting through the 
man-made Nada Tunnel

4. Hiking/climbing in the 
Red River Gorge/Daniel 
Boone National Forest

5. Eating at one of 
the locally owned 
restaurants along KY 
11, including Miguel’s 
Pizza, La Cabaña 
Mexican Restaurant and 
Red River Smokehouse. 

TOP FIVE THINGS 
NOT TO MISS: 

1. Jenny Wiley State Resort Park, 
Prestonsburg, features the 
May Lodge plus a lake with 
boat slips

2. Mountain Arts Center, 
Prestonsburg, includes a 
1,054-seat theater plus a 
recording studio

3. East Kentucky Science Center 
& Planetarium, Prestonsburg, 
features educational facilities, 
including an exhibit hall

4. Samuel May House 
Living History Museum, 
Prestonsburg, is centered by a 
historic home built in 1817

5. Jenny Wiley Theatre, a 
Prestonsburg destination that 
stages musicals, comedies and 
historical dramas
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