
INDIAN BLANKET, (GAILLARDIA PULCHELLA) 
The showy pinwheel blooms on Oklahoma’s state wildflower reach 
one to two inches across and last from May to August. Colors vary 
among reds, oranges, and yellows for this member of the daisy 
family. The annual is both heat- and drought-tolerant and easy to 
grow. It thrives in full sun to partial shade in well-drained soil. To 
encourage reseeding, let the seed heads dry on the stalk. This is a 
favorite food source for butterflies—including the eastern tailed 
blue—bees, thrashers, orioles, sparrows, vireos, waxwings, and 
wood warblers.

SWITCHGRASS (PANICUM VIRGATUM)
At three to eight feet in size, this long-lived tallgrass prairie native 
sports fuzzy reddish-purple seed heads in mid-summer and bright 
green leaves that turn bright yellow in autumn. Through winter, the 
clumps stay pale yellow. The plants are highly deer resistant, require 
medium water, and prefer full sun to partial shade in dry-to-moist 
soil. It's beloved by most banded skippers and satyrs—it's a critical 
larval host plant—as well as grosbeaks, chickadees, titmice, crows, 
jays, nuthatches, sparrows, woodpeckers, finches, and little brown 
and yellow dickcissels.

MILKWEED (ASCLEPIAS SPP.) 
There are more than one hundred milkweeds native to the U.S.—and 
seventy-three in Oklahoma alone. Their two- to fi ve-inch fl ower clusters 
of white, yellow, orange, red, green, pink, and purple bloom intermittently 
from April through September. This perennial grows up to three feet tall. Its 
height, in addition to its high tolerance for drought conditions and support 
of insect diversity, makes it ideal across the state. Full to partial sun is 
recommended for this attractor of monarch butterfl ies (their only caterpillar 
host plant), bees, grosbeaks, fi nches, hummingbirds, sparrows, thrushes, 
thrashers, vireos, wood warblers, woodpeckers, and wrens.

OAK TREES (QUERCUS SPP.) 
Many oaks thrive throughout the state, offering ample shade, 
attractive bark patterns, and acorns prized by wildlife. Several 
species do well in Oklahoma. The escarpment live oak grows twenty to 
forty feet tall, has gnarled branches, and provides excellent nesting 
for birds. Chinquapin oaks reach about fi fty feet tall, have blocky 
scale bark, and are drought - and wind-resistant. Bur oaks can reach 
one hundred feet in height and width and have the largest native oak 
acorns. They also are long-lived, urban tolerant, and attractive to 
many birds like the red-headed woodpecker. 
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Native Roots
In addition to using fewer resources, native plants help 
support local wildlife. By Angela Minor

The Oklahoma Native Plant 
Society, oknativeplants.org.
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a sleeve of golf balls… at a 
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Make better memories. Greenleaf State 
Park Cabins
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