
Explore the delights. Experience a homestyle 
Southern diner at breakfast, sample a James Beard 
Award nominee’s innovative modern fare for lunch, 

and wrap up the night with the best barbeque, 
libations, and live music this side of, well, just about 

anywhere around. From white linen fine dining 
in a cosmopolitan boutique hotel, to roadside hot 
tamales, a local winery or Prohibition-era private 

dining rooms, Greenwood delivers an eclectic mix of 
experiences and venues for every occasion and taste.

In Greenwood, it’s all about the food—fresh, 
mouthwatering, authentic Delta. Because life here 

is meant to be savored.

COME SEE WHAT’S ON THE MENU.
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I have an inexplicable affinity for collecting nature rack cards when I travel; 

those printed tri-fold pamphlets dense with reasons to visit this, that, or the 

other place. Currently in hand is the “Mississippi State Parks Natchez Trace 

Corridor Birding Trail” publication by the MS Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, 

& Parks (MDWFP). The 444-mile, three-state parkway that crosses four ecosys-

tems and eight critical watersheds, 

likely began as a path for migratory 

animals. First nation cultures trav-

eled along this route; and Europe-

an expansion to the ‘old southwest’ 

followed along from Nashville to 

Natchez. One of this old road’s early 

migrants was none other than John 

James Audubon.

   During three decades of bird trav-

el (and brochure collecting), I’ve 

actively jotted fresh bucket list des-

tinations on the blank pages in the 

backs of my field guides. Yet, here 

was a set of parks along an ancient 

highway of nature that I’d never 

considered. How had I missed the 

entire state of Mississippi?

   “A typical birding trail is com-

posed of sites that are well-known 

as birding hotspots,” states Nick Winstead, ornithologist with the MDWFP Mu-

seum of Natural Science. “I wouldn’t say these state parks [near the Natchez 

Trace within Mississippi] have received enough birding attention to be consid-

ered hotspots.” Until now! That fact, and boots, binoculars, and field guide 

books are all I need to explore a new birding frontier on a very old road.

1. J.P. Coleman State Park. Iuka, MS

The birding frontier opens at the “Gateway to Mississippi” – where the Tennes-

see River and Pickwick Lake nibble the northeastern corner of The Magnolia 

State. Here the rocky bluffs of J.P. Coleman State Park look east across 47,500 

acres of freshwater. Anglers come for the bass, walleye, sauger, catfish, bream, 

and crappie; and others for sailing, swimming, water skiing, and boating. The 

park offers a developed day use area that includes miniature golf, a swimming 

pool, playground, picnic areas, and a marina.

Birders come to Coleman SP for miles of shoreline wilderness. Launch at the 

Service Pier Boat Ramp just south of the marina. Point your canoe, kayak, or 

(my personal favorite) an aluminum jon 

boat with trolling motor south, hugging 

the western shore. Once inside Camp Hol-

low Creek, both sides of the water are park 

lands; creating a wilderness sensory expe-

rience. Trip tip: Leave in the early morning. 

Cut your motor and just drift; binoculars at 

the ready. Spend the evenings walking the 

shorelines and surrounding forests.

   Throughout the year, 73 unique species 

visit and/or live here: Canada Goose, Ring-

billed Gull, Great Blue and Green Herons, 

Common Loon, Double-crested Cormo-

rant, five Woodpecker species, Bald Ea-

gle, Red-tailed Hawk, Belted Kingfisher, 

Acadian Flycatcher, three Vireo species, 

eight Warbler species, and many more 

(ebird.org offers printable field checklists 

for each location in this article).

2. Tishomingo State Park. Tishomingo, MS

At Milepost 304, the Natchez Trace Parkway runs right through the middle of 

Tishomingo State Park at the far western edge of 480-million-year-old moun-

tains. Listen to the western notes of the Appalachians’ symphony at this ancient 

location. Come to Tishomingo SP for the forests and endemic flora, and stay for 

the geology. Rocks are the libraries of the Earth; and the outcrops and caves here 

tell the story of ice ages and glacial deposits. During the CCC and WPA projects 

of Roosevelt’s New Deal, these stones were used as natural building materials 

throughout the park.

Today, seven trails offer access to and through this National Historic Register 

Park, named for an influential Chief in the Chickasaw Nation. Trails range from 

wanderer

Above: Birding area along the Natchez Trace Parkway.   Top right: The Eastern Wood Peewee sings a distinctive but slurred pee-a-wee call to announce its breeding territory.   Center left: The Tufted Titmouse 
has large black eyes and brushy crest giving him an eager expression that matches the way they flit through the tree tops.   Center right: Downy Woodpeckers, like this female, are small versions of the classic 
woodpecker. They feed on smaller twigs and plants their larger cousins can’t reach.   Bottom right: These yellowish Pine Warblers are hard to find as they move along high branches. Listen for their steady high trill..

IT SEEMS I’M INCAPABLE OF PASSING A VISITOR’S CENTER 
WITHOUT BROWSING THOSE DISPLAY STANDS FULL OF BROCHURES 

LIKE AN OLD SCHOOL SEARCH ENGINE.

moderate to difficult. Trip tip: Take the CCC Camp Nature Trail (3 mi.) for up-

close geology, wildflowers, creek-sides, and cool refreshment at the spur trail 

natural spring. The CCC Pond Trail (.75 mi.) is an easier hike with similar attri-

butes, and fewer humans early in the mornings.

   Also, the park offers rock climbing, swimming, and fishing in the 45-acre 

Haynes Lake; canoeing and kayaking on Bear Creek; and forest explorations.

   Due to habitat varieties, birding at Tishomingo SP offers the possibility of 

125 unique species, depending on the season: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Least and 

Spotted Sandpipers, three Hawk species, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Acadian and 

Great Crested Flycatchers, three Nuthatch species, Golden-crowned and Ru-

by-crowned Kinglets, 20+ Warbler species including Black-and-white, Prothono-

tary, Hooded, Pine, Black-throated Green, and others (ebird.org).

Trace State Park. Belden, MS

Located just west of Tupelo, this small state park rests atop ancient ridge struc-

tures that send water flowing in two directions: The eastern side flows to the 

Tombigbee, and the western water finds its way to the Mississippi River. This 

Pontotoc Ridge destination is all about the trails – 35 miles of them to enjoy on 

foot, horseback, mountain bike, or ORV. 

   Of particular interest to birders is the 1.5-mile Jason M. Stewart Memorial 

Nature Trail. Named in honor of a 13-year-old fledgling environmentalist who 

started the trail before tragically dying in a horseback riding accident, it was 

finished by fellow 4-H club members. Through mixed forests, wetlands, and 

noteworthy plant life, this trail area holds members of the park’s 487 plant 

species (16 are “rare, endangered, or otherwise noteworthy”). Trip tip: Pick up 

a plant list brochure at the park office. Also, peak into this area’s prehistoric 

secrets, and inquire about shark’s teeth and oceanic fossils.

   Bird species number 113 over the past 10 years, including: Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker, Red-headed, Red-bellied, Downy, Hairy, and Pileated Woodpeck-

ers, White-eyed, Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, and Blue-headed Vireos, Chipping, 

Field, White-crowned, White-throated, Song, and Swamp Sparrows, Orchard Ori-

ole, Northern Parula, 12+ Warblers, and more (ebird.org).

   *As of publication, Old Natchez Trace Lake is drained for renovation; the per-

fect situation for quiet birding.

LeFleur’s Bluff State Park. Jackson, MS

“Nestled in the heart of Jackson metro, right behind the Natural Science Mu-

seum, [LeFleur’s Bluff SP] is easily accessible to a large number of folks,” says 

Winstead. Hidden amongst the urban landscape is a multifaceted jewel of for-

ests, bluffs, swamplands, a slough, creek, lake, and river. It’s a bit like finding 

a 305-acre ‘secret garden.’ Five color-coded nature trails (all less than ½ mile, 

boots only, ranging from paved to difficult) wind under forest canopies, through 

a ravine called “Fossil Gulch,” and beside the waters. There’s even a pawpaw 

patch! Trip tip: Access all trails via the museum or the Mayes Lake Camp Store.

   Winstead confirms that “an impressive list of over 200 bird species have been 

found here.” Be on the lookout for: Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded 
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Merganser, Pied-billed Grebe, Anhinga, Double-crested Cormorant, Snowy Egret, 

six Heron species, Mississippi Kite, five Hawk species, five Flycatcher species, 

six Vireo species, American and Fish Crows, 10 Sparrow species, 28 Warbler 

species, Rose-breasted and Blue Grosbeaks, Indigo Bunting, and many more 

(ebird.org). 

3. Natchez State Park. Natchez, MS

At the southern terminus of the parkway lies the oldest settlement on the Missis-

sippi River. The state park is 10 miles northeast of historic downtown. With 50 

standard campsites, eight primitive tent sites, and 10 cabins on the lake, it’s an 

ideal launch point for exploring the southwestern corner of the state. In the im-

mediate radius, experience architectural beauty from bygone days, celebrate the 

lives of local authors like Richard Wright, step through centuries in the country’s 

second largest pre-Columbian site, and paddle the Mississippi River.

   For a leisurely hike in the park, the .75-mile nature trail wanders from the 

campground to the lake for a refreshing midday boat ride and swim. Trip tip: 

Bring along a fishing pole. A state-record-breaking largemouth bass (18.15 lbs.) 

was caught here.

   One hundred and eight bird species are found in the park, with the high 

probability of more along the mighty Mississippi. Park list includes: Osprey, 

Mississippi Kite, four Hawk species, Great Horned and Barred Owls, Bald Eagle, 

Loggerhead Shrike, five Woodpecker species, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, North-

ern Flicker, Hermit Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Dickcissel, Indigo and Painted Bun

“

“
MISSISSIPPI HAS A WIDE VARIETY OF 
HABITATS THAT ATTRACT THEIR OWN 

UNIQUE SUITE OF BIRDS.

tings, Summer Tanager, and more (ebird.org).

4. Clark Creek Natural Area. Woodville, MS

Technically beyond the southern terminus of Natchez Trace, this destination is 

wilderness solitude. Our final stop on the journey leads to a rare feature in Mis-

sissippi – waterfalls. Fifty of them, to be exact! Amidst the 700 acres of mixed 

hardwood and pine forests in the southwestern corner of the state, an orchestra 

of falling waters sings. Ranging in size from 10- to 30-feet tall, the falls keep 

company with rare, threatened, and endangered flora and fauna.

   Only foot travel is allowed to access this landscape. Trails of several miles in 

length and differing levels of difficulty wind through the woodlands at varying 

elevations. Trip tip: Bring plenty of water and a camera. Hiking footwear recom-

mended.

   Birders in the early morning and late evening might see: Red-bellied, Downy, 

Hairy, and Pileated Woodpeckers, White-eyed, Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, 

and Red-eyed Vireos, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Golden- and Ru-

by-crowned Kinglets, Eastern Towhee, a dozen Warbler species, American Red-

start, Louisiana and Northern Waterthrush, and more (ebird.org).

“Mississippi has a wide variety of habitats that attract their own unique suite 

of birds,” concludes Winstead. “From solitary beach-nesting birds on the Gulf 

Coast, to enormous flocks of Snow Geese that invade the Delta during winter. 

Over 420 species have been found here.”

Time to pen Mississippi on that bucket list. Happy birding!

J.P. COLEMAN STATE PARK 
SEE: The Apron Museum, 110 W Eastport St., Iuka, 662.279.2390   EAT: Aqua Grille. 832 Highway 25, Iuka, 662.423.5811   SHOP: Boutique small businesses in historic 
downtown Iuka   STAY: Overnight in the park: onsite motel, cabins, paved RV sites, campsites, primitive tent sites   DO: Shiloh National Military Park, Shiloh, TN    nps.gov/shil

TISHOMINGO STATE PARK
SEE: Early 1900’s houses in historic downtown.   EAT: Cooking on the camp fire or grill is the way to dine at this park.    SHOP: Antique shops in Iuka, Belton, and Burnsville. 
STAY: In the park: 62 standard campsites, six cabins,one cottage, one group campsite.   DO: Climb Woodall Mountain, highest point in the state. West of Hwy 25/ South of Hwy 72E

NATCHEZ STATE PARK
SEE: Grand Village of Natchez Indians, 400 Jeff Davis Blvd.,Natchez, natchezgrandvillage.com   EAT: Regional fare in 18th and 19th Century properties.   SHOP: Downtown 
shops for art, antiques, uniques.   STAY: Great selection of B&Bs in 18th and 19th Century homes    DO: Natchez Pilgrimage Tours, 640 South Canal St., natchezpilgrimage.com

CLARK CREEK NATURAL AREA
SEE: Eight special species of native plants including witch-hazel, silverbell, serviceberry, and umbrella tree.   EAT: Pack in your picnic. No food for miles.   SHOP: Buy all sup-
plies before arriving. Nothing urban here.   STAY: Chain hotels and B&Bs in Woodville, MS.  DO: Dip your feet in the streams and ponds; breathe.

TRACE STATE PARK 
SEE: Elvis Presley birthplace, 306 Elvis Presley Dr., Tupelo , elvispresleybirthplace.com   EAT: Whatever your food scene, find what you crave at Tupelo’s restaurants.  SHOP: 
Tupelo Flea Market and Tupelo Furniture Market Buildings    STAY: Park accommodations: cottages, cabins, campsites, primitive camping sites.   DO: Pontotoc County Historic Tour 
self-guided, via auto, Pontotoc County Museum, 59 South Main, Pontotoc, townsquaremuseum.org

LEFLEUR’S BLUFF STATE PARK 
SEE: Museum of Natural Science, 2148 Riverside Dr., Jackson, mdwfp.com/museum   EAT: 28 restaurants for Southern cuisine in Jackson.   SHOP: Fondren District,  North 
State Street from Woodrow Wilson to Meadowbrook Road, finditinfondren.com   STAY: Camp in the park: 28 developed sites for tents and RVs, 10 primitive shaded tent sites.   DO: 
Downloadable scavenger hunts, activities, games, puzzles, Museum of Natural Science, mdwfp.com/museum/learn-teach/education-resources/

This page: While male cardinals get all the attention with their bright red 
appearance, the females are pale brown with light warm reddish coloring in the 
wings, tail, and crest. Their sweet call is one of the first sounds of the morning.
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