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UPCOUNTRY

SOUTH CAROLINA
The foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains spread beautifully across the northwest corner of South 

Carolina. The area is known for its clear lakes, tumbling waterfalls, along with great downtowns and 
thousands of acres of parks and forests and historic sites. Here’s your guide to discovery and enjoyment.
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Acipiduc iminvenda sunti aut laut esequi 
omnis sunt, que intem quis quo eostius, sum et 
apitatem quatur, officimpos elestiae consequam 
quam inisquuntem estiati ipsapere optatia 
tesciet il ini nullatum que velignat.

 ; Generator Park.Generator Park. (Anderson). Learn 
the history of the first city in the country 
to have a “continuous supply of electric 
power.” See one of the original power plant 
dynamos and a statue commemorating 
the groundbreaking science in this county. 
YR (appalachianhistory.net/2018/07/south-
carolina-man-who-put-electric-in.html)

 ; Upstate Blue Ridge Tours.Upstate Blue Ridge Tours. (Greenville 
County). Relax in a chauffeured modern bus 
for a one-of-a-kind tour. Hear live narrated 
stories of the mountains and the events 
that shaped this area. Stop for lunch and 
spectacular overlooks; accessible. YR 
(Facebook for latest info)

 ; Candle making.Candle making. (Greenville). Learn the 
art and science of candle making in a small-
group setting at Greenville Soy Candle 
Company.Participants are guided in the 
creation of a personalized soy candle. YR 
(gvlsoycandle.com)

 ; Central Railway Museum. Central Railway Museum. (Central). 
Visit the largest model train museum in the 
state. Layouts include an impressive dual-
level HO working display that reflects the 
evolution from steam to diesel. (Over 300 
rail cars, over 40 locomotives.) Trains run 
on Saturdays; free. YR (crmha.org)

 ; Anderson Downtown tba Dog Park. Anderson Downtown tba Dog Park. 
(Anderson). Three acres of green space—
the perfect place for leash-free exercise. 
One for small dogs and one for pooches 
over 20 pounds. YR sunrise to sunset 
(cityofandersonsc.com/parks)

 ; Museum of the Cherokee in South Museum of the Cherokee in South 
Carolina. Carolina. (Walhalla). This repository “for a 
deeper and more meaningful understanding 
of the Cherokee heritage” offers artifacts 
(many found in the area) that date back to 
12,000 BCE. Learn early human history; 
see examples of hunting and home tools; 
take a Cherokee language class. YR 
(cherokeemuseumsc.org)

 ; Sassafras Mountain. Sassafras Mountain. (Pickens County). 
Travel along the base of the Blue Ridge 
Escarpment to reach the highest point in 
the state, at 3,553 feet. At the summit find 
viewing platforms, picnic tables, restroom 
facilities and an observation tower to get a 
clear-day look at mountains in four states. 
YR (dnr.sc.gov/news/2019/apr/apr22_sassafras.
php)

 ; Cherokee Speedway. Cherokee Speedway. (Gaffney). At this 
3/8-mile dirt track raceway, bring a picnic 
to watch a regular Saturday race schedule 
with drivers coming from all over the region. 
YR (cherokeespeedwaysc.com)

By ANGELA MINOR

Our favorite must-see places, to-do events, best-of 
experiences in and around the Blue Ridge for six South 

Carolina counties. Items grouped loosely into increasing 
activity levels.  See = relaxed. Do = some walking/standing 

required. Play = option for longer activity.

*TIME OF YEAR KEY: 
Spring (Sp) Summer (Su) Fall (F) Winter (W) Year-round (YR)

 ; Spartanburg Art Museum. Spartanburg Art Museum. 
(Spartanburg).Contemporary visual arts with 
diverse exhibitions inside and out. See 28 
large fiberglass light bulbs reflecting the 
vision of 36 artists throughout downtown. 
View a vibrant mural at Bethlehem Center 
and art on the city’s bike sharing service, 
BCycle. YR (spartanburgartmuseum.org)

 ; Gaffney Visitors Center/Residential Gaffney Visitors Center/Residential 
Historic District. Historic District. (Gaffney). Stop for 
information about the 18-block area of 
structures from 1890 to 1930— Colonial 
Revival, Victorian, Bungalow, Neo-Classical 
and more. YR (getintogaffney.com)

 ; Stumphouse Tunnel. Stumphouse Tunnel. (Walhalla). This 
pre-Civil War project through almost 6,000 
feet of blue granite was abandoned ¼ of 
the way through the mountain. Walk inside 
the cool darkness where, for decades, 
Clemson University cured bleu cheese. YR 
(visitoconeesc.com/stumphouse-park)

 ; Hatcher Garden and Woodland Hatcher Garden and Woodland 
Preserve. Preserve. (Spartanburg). This 12-acre 
sanctuary offers accessible paved paths 
through 10,000 trees and shrubs and 
more than 30 species of woodland 
wildflowers. Dawn to dusk daily; free. YR 
(hatchergarden.org)

SEE

The William C. Whitner statue in 
downtown Anderson commemorates the 

man largely responsible for the city’s 
identity as “The Electric City.”

OPENER PHOTO:
The spectacular 

view from Caesars 
Head State Park is 
of the Blue Ridge 

Escarpment.
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DO
 ; Greenville Cultural Exchange Center. Greenville Cultural Exchange Center. 

(Greenville). Guided tour and exhibits 
dedicated to the contributions of African-
Americans in the area. Public is welcome 
to use the research library and view 
the collection of biographical sketches, 
recordings, photographs and writings. YR 
(greenvilleculturalexchange.org)

 ; Cowpens National Battlefield.Cowpens National Battlefield. 
(Gaffney). Expand your knowledge of the 
Revolutionary War at the visitor center for a 
live-action film; browse the bookstore and 
view period weaponry. Walk 842 acres of 
history. Nature habitats are home to 542 
plant species. YR (nps.gov/cowp)

 ; Devils Fork State Park – trout Devils Fork State Park – trout 
fishing.fishing. (Salem). The 7,565-acre Lake 
Jocassee is famous for its trophy trout 
and smallmouth bass. This 622-acre state 
park is the only public access point to this 
unusually clear, mountain spring-fed lake. 
YR (southcarolinaparks.com/devils-fork)

 ; Horseback Waterfall Tours.Horseback Waterfall Tours. (Pickens 
County). Horseman Rhett Leonard 
offers one-of-a-kind exploration of the 
waterfalls, streams and mountains.
Experts and novices welcome (aged 10 
and up) on single-footing horses. YR 
(horsebackwaterfalltours.com)

 ; Small-town shopping. Small-town shopping. (Spartanburg 
County). Visit the quaint, historic towns of 
Landrum, Inman and Woodruff for sought-
after antiques; taste award-winning cuisine; 
stroll restored historic downtown streets; 
picnic in the parks. YR (visitspartanburg.
com/blog/small-town-charm-around-in-
spartanburg-county)

STAY
 ; The Grand Bohemian. The Grand Bohemian. (Greenville). 

One of the newest luxury boutique hotels 
with an atmosphere of a traditional park 
lodge overlooking the Reedy River. Spa, 
restaurant and bar, an art gallery will 
feature sculptures, paintings and jewelry 
from local artists. YR (13 E Camperdown Way, 
Greenville, SC 29601)

 ; Lake Hartwell State Park. Lake Hartwell State Park. (Fair Play). 
Choose from 115 RV or tent sites, 13 
primitive (walk-in) spots or single room 
camper cabins. Pick up gear at the Tackle 
Loaner Program for a bit of fishing. YR 
(southcarolinaparks.com/lake-hartwell)

 ; The Inn on Main. The Inn on Main. (Spartanburg). 
Spartanburg’s first B&B is located in a 
1904 Neoclassical Greek Revival downtown 
home on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Careful detail in each of five themed 
guest rooms and four common areas. YR 
(innonmainofspartanburg.com)

 ; Broad River Camping & RV Park. Broad River Camping & RV Park. 
(Winnsboro). Bring your RV to one of four 
sites with full hookups (more in the works) 
with five ponds, 60 acres of backwater 
and ¼-mile riverfront. Gated; reservations 
encouraged. YR (Facebook for latest info)

 ; The Bleckley Inn. The Bleckley Inn. (Anderson). Boutique 
hotel preserved from its 100-year past 
with exposed brick and heart pine 
floors, augmented by modern comforts 
and technology. Offers rooms, suites, 
apartments and meeting spaces. YR 
(bleckleyinn.com)

 ; State Park camping. State Park camping. (Greenville County). 
Pitch your tent or park your RV at three 
state parks in this county. Paris Mountain 
SP (RV and tent) is 10 minutes from 
downtown Greenville and has four lakes. 
Jones Gap SP (tent) is a popular hiking 
destination with 60 miles of trails. Caesars 
Head SP (tent) has views, waterfalls and 
epic bird migrations in spring and fall. YR 
(southcarolinaparks.com)

 ; Pecan Terrace Inn. Pecan Terrace Inn. (Easley). Historic 
Landmark B&B in downtown, surrounded 
by an acre of gardens. Family-owned with 
emphasis on privacy and solitude. Five 
individually decorated rooms; common 
room, gardens. YR (pecanterraceinn.com)

 ; Red Shutter B&B.Red Shutter B&B. (Starr). Upcountry 
farmhouse B&B  with original architecture, 
individually decorated rooms and upscale 
southern breakfasts. Wraparound porch, 
hammocks and other outdoor seating. Starr, 
a small community with a deep railroad 
history, is only minutes to larger towns. YR 
(theredshutterbandb.com)

 ; Cherokee RV Park. Cherokee RV Park. (Blacksburg). A short 
drive to Kings Mountain National Military 
Park and Living History Farm. Pull-thru 
and back-in sites with options for 30- and 
50-amp service along with propane, ice and 
cable. YR (cherokeervpark.com)

 ; Three Pines View Boutique Mountain Three Pines View Boutique Mountain 
Lodge. Lodge. (Salem). This “environmentally 
friendly built lodge” near Lake Jocassee and 
Lake Keowee features rooms with mountain 
views, fireplaces and cozy, upscale décor. 
Fully stocked guest kitchen waiting for your 
talents. YR (threepinesview.com)

 ; Table Rock Inn. Table Rock Inn. (Pickens). The cozy 
cabin rooms each have a view of Table Rock 
Mountain. A base to explore streamside 
trails, waterfalls and access the Foothills 
Trail. YR (tablerockinn.com)

 ; Croft State Park. Croft State Park. (Spartanburg County). 
There are 50 campsites and over 20 
miles of equestrian trails, many loops. 
The 165-acre lake is a popular fishing 
and paddling spot, and there are miles 
of walking and biking trails. Also see bald 
eagles, hawks and a variety of waterfowl. YR 
(southcarolinaparks.com/croft)

Blue Star Museum (free admission for 
active-duty military and their families). YR 
(cherokeecountyhistory.org)

 ; Glendale Shoals Preserve. Glendale Shoals Preserve. (Spartanburg). 
Explore a unique combination of 1800s 
architecture from a large cotton factory 
and nature at this Lawson’s Fork Creek 
location.Have a picnic; walk the trails; bring 
binoculars for bird life. Free. YR (hdcarolina.
com/episode/glendale-shoals-preserve)

 ; Upcountry History Museum. Upcountry History Museum. 
(Greenville). Explore the artifacts, exhibits 
and collections at this Smithsonian Affiliate 
Museum. Films, murals and interactive 
elements explore frontier life, Greenville, 
homesteads, textiles and Civil Rights. 
Lecture series and Oral History Program. YR 
(upcountryhistory.org)

 ; South Carolina Botanical Garden. South Carolina Botanical Garden. 
(Clemson). This 295-acre garden sanctuary 
includes a 70-acre arboretum, wildflower 
meadow and unique bog gardens. Visitor 
center, geology museum and experimental 
forest. Open every day; accessible, free. YR 
(clemson.edu/public/scbg)

 ; Anderson County Museum. Anderson County Museum. 
(Anderson). Learn about the people, places 
and events that shaped this area from the 
1700s to present at this award-winning 
museum with over 25,000 items to explore.
Free; quarterly rotation of temporary 
exhibits. YR (andersoncountymuseum.sc.gov)

 ; The Oasis Ranch. The Oasis Ranch. (Seneca). This 18-hole 
mini golf course offers koi ponds, water 
features, tropical flowering plants and 
shaded walkways. Each hole is unique and 
some accessible by wheelchair. Open rain 
or shine and at night. YR (theoasisranch.
com)

 ; Split Creek Farm. Split Creek Farm. (Anderson). Explore 
goat husbandry and taste award-winning 
fudge, cheeses and yogurts handmade on 
the property. Self-guided and group tours. 
Purchase local folk art. YR (splitcreek.com)

 ; Cherokee County History & Arts Cherokee County History & Arts 
Museum. Museum. (Gaffney). Explore four exhibit 
galleries to see over 2,000 items in 
themes including Native American life, 
mining, military, agriculture. Kids and 
sports zones and an archives repository. 

Anderson’s Bleckley Inn has a 100-year history.
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Part of the lure of Spartanburg’s Glendale Part of the lure of Spartanburg’s Glendale 
Shoals Preserve is the waterfall.Shoals Preserve is the waterfall.
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anderson n cherokee n greenville n oconee n pickens n spartanburg

SAVOR THE SEASONS

Perfectly Seasoned

UpcountrySC.com  

864-233-2690

Every season is the best season to explore  
the many treasures in the Upcountry.  

in Upcountry South Carolina 
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 ; The Jiggy Pig.The Jiggy Pig. (Gaffney). Taste authentic 
wood-cooked BBQ in an old drive-in serving 
up large flavors, including a vinegar-based 
red sauce. Also of note is their beef hash, a 
signature item in this area of the state. YR 
(1707 Cherokee Ave, Gaffney, SC 29304)

 ; Strawberry Hill U.S.A. (Cooley Strawberry Hill U.S.A. (Cooley 
Farms). Farms). (Chesnee). For a true southern 
breakfast (biscuits, gravy, grits and eggs) 
and a delicious lunch (burgers, dogs, 
homemade chili)—stop at this working 
farm’s café. Take home farm-fresh produce 
at the market. Ice cream churned on site! 
YR (strawberryhilluse.com)

EAT (& DRINK)
 ; CocoBon Chocolatier. CocoBon Chocolatier. (Anderson). 

Delight your taste buds with handmade 
chocolate confections. No preservatives 
or additives. In historic downtown, the 
store has a vintage atmosphere with 
delicious aromas and national awards. YR 
(cocobonchocolatier.com)

 ; Black’s Smokehouse.Black’s Smokehouse. (Seneca). This 
restaurant slow-smokes organic meat from 
local farms and makes sauces in-house. 
Lunch and dinner feature ribs, wings, pulled 
meats and their crispy, melt-in-your-mouth 
brisket burnt ends. Jalapeno cheese grits as 
a side! YR (blackssmokehouse.com)

WHAT’S NEW?
 ; The Silos. The Silos. (Easley). Stroll through the 

re-purposed Dixie Milling silos and railyard 
area for an open-air food and event festival 
atmosphere. Fare includes craft beer, Philly 
cheesesteaks (get the story on these!), 
pizza and pasta, homemade ice cream and 
more to come. YR (easleysilos.com)

 ; Brasstown Falls trail and bridge. Brasstown Falls trail and bridge. 
(Oconee County). Hike with greater safety to 
one the county’s most remote waterfalls. 
To see this cascade of 120-feet over three 
dramatic drops, now use the improved 
trail and bridge. YR (sctrails.net/trails/trail/
brasstown-falls)

 ; Underpin Lanes ‘n Lounge. Underpin Lanes ‘n Lounge. 
(Spartanburg). Visit this 1928 historic 
department store, now a boutique bowling 
alley and bar. Eight lanes, full bar and plenty 

of arcade games. An upscale experience of 
an old-time favorite. YR (underpinlanes.com)

 ; Dolly Cooper Park kayak and tubing. Dolly Cooper Park kayak and tubing. 
(Anderson County). Access a unique waterway 
loop on the Saluda River and never 
leave the park. A ¼-mile float from the 
northern launch to the newly constructed 
ADA-compliant southern launch is free. 
Points connected by a paved path (ADA-
compliant). YR (visitanderson.com/business-
directory-2/dolly-cooper-park)

 ; Hyleman’s Humble Playground. Hyleman’s Humble Playground. 
(Gaffney). The county’s first “all-inclusive” 
playground features a merry-go-round, 
seesaws and swings, and has no barriers for 
any child regardless of abilities. Universally 
accessible. YR (121 Pub Work’s Drive, Gaffney, 
SC 29340)

 ; BlocHaven. BlocHaven. (Greenville). Discover new 
thrills at this new 25,000 square-foot 
bouldering and rope climbing facility. 
Neither experience nor equipment is 
needed. Classes; professional staff assure 
a fun and safe experience. Also enjoy 
yoga and a mezzanine space to watch 
competitions. YR (blochaven.com)

 ; Table 301 Restaurant Group. Table 301 Restaurant Group. 
(Greenville). Enjoy contemporary (at Soby’s 
New South Cuisine), Mediterranean (The 
Lazy Goat), urban comfort food (Nose Dive) 
and modern American (Camp) from among  
the many restaurants that make Greenville 
a dining destination. YR (table301.com)

 ; Vicario Liqueurs & Spirits. Vicario Liqueurs & Spirits. (Greer). 
Experience 15 flavors of liqueurs and learn 
about the art form of their creation. Owners 
(who also have a farm in Italy) strive to use 
“locally produced organic certified herbs, 
spices and fruits.” Also find wines, brandy, 
grappa and olive oil. YR (salutellc.com)

 ; Pumpkintown General Store & Café. Pumpkintown General Store & Café. 
(Pickens). Satisfy a craving for old-fashioned 
hamburgers at this eatery with a diner feel. 
Former general store is now an 80-seat 

café famous for southern breakfasts and 
great burgers. Popular with locals. YR (3837 
Pumpkintown Hwy, Pickens, SC 29671)

 ; Anderson County Farmers Market. Anderson County Farmers Market. 
(Anderson). Find delicious in-season produce 
and other items at this 7,670-square-
foot covered facility. Only locally grown 
products, including fruits, vegetables, 
meats, cheeses and breads. YR (Facebook 
for latest info)

 ; The Tulip Tree. The Tulip Tree. (Spartanburg). This 
farm-to-table, casual fine dining restaurant 
sources ingredients from the Carolinas 
and Georgia; menu includes trout sliders, 
braised beef, shrimp and grits. YR 
(thetuliptree.com)

 ; Carolina Honey Bee Company. Carolina Honey Bee Company. 
(Travelers Rest). With 100 years as 
beekeepers, the family produces “pure, 
unfiltered, never adulterated” honey. Also: 
beeswax skin care, supplies and classes. YR 
(carolinabeeco.com)

 ; Carolina Cafe. Carolina Cafe. (Gaffney.) Find a good 
variety of steaks (hand cut), ribs, fish, 
chicken, pasta, burgers and sandwiches, 
shrimp and grits and decadent homemade 
desserts. Reasonably priced and family-
friendly. YR (carolinacafegaffney.com)

 ; Soc’em Dog Brewing and Gastropub. Soc’em Dog Brewing and Gastropub. 
(Walhalla). Discover this hidden gem (at a golf 
course and open to the public) for delightful 
small-batch craft beers. Named for Class V 
rapids on the Chattooga, this microbrewery 
also names libations after rivers, falls 
and other rapids. The pizza choices are 
handmade. YR (Facebook for latest info)

 ; The Happy Berry. The Happy Berry. (Six Mile). Stop by 
the old tenant house for tips on ripeness, 
picking strategies and supplies at this “pick-
your-own” small farm. Wander the grassed 
walkways through rows of blackberries, 
blueberries, muscadines, grapes and more. 
Su-F (thehappyberry.com)

Pickens County’s Happy Berry offers a great 
variety of pick-your-own fruit from June into 
September most years.

The experience of Oconee County’s Brasstown 
Falls has been made safer with improvements to  
both the trail and the bridge.

PICKENS COUNTY
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 ; The Daniel Morgan Trail System. The Daniel Morgan Trail System. 
(Spartanburg County).  “The Dan” is an ongoing 
project with over 50 miles of universally 
accessible walking paths. Ten completed 
trails offer nature preserves, historic 
Drayton Mills Marketplace, woodlands, 
waterfalls, cycling; access to The Palmetto 
Trail. YR (palspartanburg.org)

 ; Denver Downs Farm.Denver Downs Farm. (Anderson). This 
900-acre farmstead is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Garrison 
family focuses on corn, soybeans, small 
grains and more. Working farm is open to 
the public for the purposes of agritourism; 
offers 35 activities; live entertainment. YR 
(denverdownsfarm.com)

 ; Whitewater Rafting – Chattooga Whitewater Rafting – Chattooga 
River. River. (Oconee County). Raft one of the few 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers in the 
country. This 50-mile free-flowing river 
has Class IV and V rapids, deeply forested 
banks, rugged gorges, swimming holes. YR 
(discoversouthcarolina.com/chattooga-wild-
and-scenic-river)

 ; Hagood Mill Historic Site & Folklife Hagood Mill Historic Site & Folklife 
Center.Center. (Pickens ). Step back in time with 
an immersive experience featuring an 
1845 working grist mill, historic cabins, a 
blacksmith shop, cotton gin, mercantile 
shop and a petroglyph site. Demonstrations 
in metalsmithing, quilting, wood carving, 
beekeeping, moonshining, hearth cooking. 
YR (hagoodmillhistoricsite.com)

 ; Barefoot Acres.Barefoot Acres. (Fountain Inn). Ride 
zipline courses and hike the trails to see 
wildlife. Take a tour behind the scenes, 
build outdoor skills, learn horticulture 
and how to identify plants and animals 
in nature and visit the petting zoo. YR 
(barefootacresfountaininn.com)

 ; Green Pond Landing and Event Green Pond Landing and Event 
Center.Center. (Anderson ). Outdoor activities 
include the weigh-ins from Lake Hartwell 
bass fishing tournaments, views of the 
water and wildlife. New amphitheater will 
host concerts, plays and celebrations. YR 
(Facebook for events calendar)

 ; The Foothills Trail.The Foothills Trail. (Oconee County). This 
77-mile, two-state National Recreation 
Trail passes through national forests and 
wilderness areas with spectacular vistas 
and waterfalls. Perfect for day walks and 
through-hikes. YR (foothillstrail.org)

 ; Grand Central Station Disc Golf Grand Central Station Disc Golf 
Course. Course. (Central). Play this 18-hole course 
through a 37-acre mix of open and wooded 
land. Test your skills on the upstate’s 
“longest and toughest disc course.” A 
professional course, but all players are 
welcomed. YR (Facebook for latest info) 

PLAY

 ; Overmountain Victory National Overmountain Victory National 
Historic Trail. Historic Trail. (Blacksburg). Hike the 
circumference of a 200-acre Lake Whelchel 
on a 6.7-mile loop trail. This moderate, 
uncrowded location is perfect for any pace. 
Lake is popular for fishing. YR (sctrails.net/
trails/trail/lake-whelchel)

 ; Broad River Blueway. Broad River Blueway. (Cherokee County). 
Take a paddling trip on one of the state’s 
least populated waterway areas with slow 
flow and wide, clear channels. Portage is 
also available further south at Ninety-Nine 
Islands Dam where the river has a Wild and 
Scenic designation. YR (upstateforever.org/
blueway-mapping)

 ; Prisma Health Swamp Rabbit Trail. Prisma Health Swamp Rabbit Trail. 
(Greenville). This 22-mile multi-use trail is 
mostly along the Reedy River. Restrooms, 
bike lanes and routes, ample parking. 
Paved portion is wheelchair accessible. YR 
(greenvillerec.com/swamprabbit)

 ; Hampton Heights Historic District. Hampton Heights Historic District. 
(Spartanburg). Take a walking tour of this 45-
acre neighborhood where 375 residences 
retain their 1890-1930 architectural 
and historical significance. Home styles 
include Craftsman, Queen Anne, Neo-
Classical, Four-Square and Bungalow. YR 
(hamptonheights.net)

ABOVE: Greenville’s Falls Park on the Reedy features the Liberty Bridge, accessible via the Prisma 
Health Swamp Rabbit Trail.

LOWER: Anderson’s Green Pond Landing and Event offers outdoor activities as well as a new 
amphitheater for concerts, plays and celebrations. 

ANDERSON COUNTY

CRAIG A. LEE


